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Cervical cancer is a cancer that's found anywhere in the
cervix.  The cervix is the opening between the vagina
and the womb (uterus).  It's part of the reproductive

system and is sometimes called the neck of the womb.
Nearly all cervical cancers are caused by an infection
from certain types of human papillomavirus (HPV).

It can often be prevented by attending cervical
screening, which aims to find and treat changes to cells

before they turn into cancer. 

Vaginal bleeding that's unusual for you –
including bleeding during or after sex,
between your periods or after the
menopause, or having heavier periods than
usual
Changes to your vaginal discharge
Pain during sex
Pain in your lower back, between your hip
bones (pelvis), or in your lower tummy
If you have another condition like fibroids or
endometriosis, you may get symptoms like
these regularly.
You might find you get used to them. But it's
important to be checked by a GP if your
symptoms change, get worse, or do not feel
normal for you.

Cervical Cancer

Signs and symptoms

Did you know...

Screening
Cervical screening (some people may call
this a “smear test”) is the best way you
can reduce your risk of developing cervical
cancer
All women and people with a cervix
between the ages of 25 and 64 are invited
for regular cervical screening. It helps find
and treat any changes in the cells of the
cervix before they can turn into cancer.
They are nothing to worry about, only take
minutes and contrary to popular belief they
are not painful! 
Invites are sent out every three years and it
is vital you attend your screening as it
really could save your life!
All children aged 12 to 13 are offered the
HPV vaccine. 
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Cervical screening (Smear Test)
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Risks and how to reduce them

Further information and resources
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